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The Political Economy of 
US Militarism 

As this issue of the Newsletter goes to press, the U.S. and its only ally, the United 
Kingdom, are moving their military forces into position for a war on Iraq. But war is not yet 
inevitable. The determination of the peoples of the Middle East to control their own destiny, 
together with the anti-war movement in Europe and the United States, constitute powerful obsta¬ 
cles to Bush and his fellow war-mongerers. There are also major differences of opinion within 
the ruling classes of the United States and the United Kingdom as to whether military action is 
the most appropriate way to accomplish their long-term goals. 

What can radical political economists do today in the face of this probable U.S. aggres¬ 
sion? We must, of course, be active in the general anti-war movement, but we have our own par¬ 
ticular responsibilities as radical political economists. 

The task of radical political economists is to develop a sound political economic analysis 
of the current situation and to share this analysis with others, so that the global justice and anti¬ 
war movement will be better able to challenge the aggression of the United States and other 
imperialist powers. This is the focus of the 2003 URPE Summer Workshop/Retreat. 
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URPE 


The Union for Radical Political Economics (URPE) is 
a membership organization of academics and activists who 
share an interest in a radical analysis of political and eco¬ 
nomic topics. Founded in 1968, URPE’s members use this 
analysis to advance various progressive political and social 
agendas. URPE publishes the Review of Radical Political 
Economics , runs a set of presentations at the academic pro¬ 
fessional meetings of the Allied Social Science Associations, 
sponsors a resource/speakers bureau called Economy 
Connection, and holds a Summer Conference on political 
and economic topics at a family-friendly summer camp in 
Connecticut. Its members are active in a wide array of pro¬ 
fessional and activist projects. 


The URPE Newsletter 


The URPE Newsletter is published quarterly by the 
Union for Radical Political Economics. The Newsletter is a place 
for URPE members to publish shorter articles and speeches as 
well as make announcements of upcoming events that might be 
of interest to fellow members. Articles and announcements can 
be sent to the Newsletter Editor in the body of an e-mail message, 
or as an attached file; send to paddvquick(a),aol.com. or by regu¬ 
lar mail to: Paddy Quick, Economics Department, St. Francis 
College, 180 Remsen Street, Brooklyn 11201. 

Permission to reprint material from the Newsletter is 
granted for non-commercial uses, provided that the Newsletter 
is credited as the source, and that two copies of the publication 
are sent to the URPE National Office. For permission to 
reprint for commercial purposes, contact the National Office. 

The URPE Newsletter is a good place to publish adver¬ 
tisements for new books! Rates are $300 per full page (7.5W x 
9.3H); $160 for a half page, and $85 for a quarter page. 
Exchange ads are also considered. Please write or call the 
National Office for more information on this. 

Deadlines for submission to Newsletter are January 7 
for Winter issue; April 7 for Spring issue; July 1 for Summer 
issue, and October 7 for fall issue. 


Reminder 

Dear URPE Members, please check your membership 
expiration date that is on the upper right corner of the 
address label. If your membership has expired or is about 
to expire, this will be the last newsletter you will receive. 
Please renew your membership NOW by contacting the 
National Office (see address on this page). 
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What Happened at the Joint AEA/URPE Session 
at the 2003 ASSA meetings 

By Bob Pollin 

Economics Department and PERI 
University of Massachusetts-Amherst 

The joint AEA/URPE session at this year's ASSA conference was on "Recession, Inflation and the 
Prospects for Equitable Growth." The panelists included Andrew Glyn of Oxford University, Robert Gordon of 
Northwestern, Edmund Phelps of Columbia, and myself. 

The perspectives of the panelists ranged widely, as one would expect, and indeed hope, for such an event. 
Andrew Glyn's paper examined the relationship between labor market flexibility and employment in Europe. It 
has become a virtual article of faith among mainstream economists and policy-makers that Europe's persistent¬ 
ly high unemployment rate is due to "rigid" labor market institutions like decent unemployment insurance and a 
relatively high minimum wage. But Glyn provided a range of powerful evidence showing that countries with the 
most "rigid labor markets"-with relatively generous social protections for working people and their families-per- 
form at least as well if not consistently better in terms of generating jobs and generating relatively low unem¬ 
ployment rates. 

For roughly three decades, Robert Gordon has been in the forefront of mainstream macro research on 
defining and measuring the NAIRU-the non-acceleratiing inflation rate of unemployment, or, more aptly, the 
inflation-safe unemployment rate. In explaining the simultaneous decline of both unemployment and inflation 
in the 1990s in the U.S.-which was inconsistent with previous perspectives on NAIRU, including his own-Gordon 
presented evidence showing how a serious of "supply shocks" contributed to the decline of what he now terms 
the "time-varying" NAIRU. These shocks included the fall in oil prices, the pressure from import competition, 
and the decline in medical costs associated with the HMO revolution. Gordon also emphasized the importance 
of the gains in productivity from 1995 onward. 

Edmund Phelps has also done path-breaking research on the so-called Natural Rate of Unemployment, 
which was the forerunner to the NAIRU. Phelps also attempted to explain the anomalous experience of the 
simultaneous fall of unemployment and inflation in the 1990s. In his view, the primary explanation was the 
investment boom, which in turn was responsible for the productivity boom. A rising rate of productivity growth 
enabled firms to profit lowering unit labor costs, rather than pass through rising labor costs in the form of high¬ 
er product prices. 

I also addressed the same theme as Gordon and Phelps. But I emphasized another factor in explaining 
the lack of inflationary pressures at low unemployment. This is what Alan Greenspan himself termed the "trau¬ 
matized worker" effect-that workers were unable to bargain up wages even at relatively low unemployment rates, 
because the institutional bases of their bargaining strength had eroded. I demonstrated the robustness of this idea 
econometrically. I then argued that factors contributing to the weakening of workers relative bargaining strength 
at low unemployment included the rise of global capital mobility and increasing import penetration from low- 
wage economies. But the fundamental influence here is the fact that political institutions in the U.S. have not 
defended workers against these pressures-that is, both Democrats and Republican administrations have worked 
to weaken labor laws, have allowed the minimum wage to decline in absolute terms, and have weakened social 
protections generally. Thus, workers reservation wage has fallen, even when unemployment rates are relatively 
low and when productivity is rising. 

Despite these very different perspectives, there was broad agreement among the panelists on some cru¬ 
cial points: 1) There is not a single unemployment rate at which one crosses to a regime of headlong accelerat¬ 
ing inflation; and 2) The inflation-safe unemployment rate can be changed through changing institutions that can, 
for example, raise the rate of productivity growth or alter the bargaining environment. If one merges these two 
points with the evidence Glyn presents on the diversity of employment experiences in Europe, one can see clear¬ 
ly that it is possible to create policies and institutions through which low unemployment and manageable infla¬ 
tion can be combined. The real question-both politically as well as economically-then becomes how to build 
and sustain such institutions and policies. This basic question is clearly a live topic for many other ASSA ses¬ 
sions and beyond. 
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Continued from page 1 

URPE Summer Conference 

In the United Kingdom, only 15% of the popu¬ 
lation support UK involvement in military action 
which is not supported by the United Nations. In the 
United States, opposition is growing, but still relative¬ 
ly weak compared to that in the rest of the world. But 
U.S. planned aggression against the people of Iraq, and 
its determined support for 
Israel’s increasingly unre¬ 
strained violence against 
the Palestinian people is 
echoed in its domestic pol¬ 
icy. 

At home, the gov¬ 
ernment tramples on civil 
rights, particularly those of 
immigrants, but also those 
of U.S. citizens. The cost of 
any war will clearly be 
borne by the working class. 

The U.S. lives that will be 
lost will be disproportion¬ 
ately those of African - 
Americans, Latinos,.and Native Americans, for whom 
the armed services provided what seemed to be a pos¬ 
sible escape from lives made up of alternating spells of 
unemployment and low-paying jobs. Even the mone¬ 
tary costs will be assessed on the working class. In its 
rush towards the right, the Bush administration is scor¬ 
ing measurable success not only in redistributing the 
tax burden onto workers, but also in destroying the cen¬ 
tury-long presumption that federal taxes should be pro¬ 
gressive. [The “liberal” New York Times now adopts the 
rhetoric of the right by describing the newly proposed 
tax cuts as benefiting those who currently “pay the 
most in taxes."] The Bush administration is denying 
collective bargaining rights not only to those reas¬ 
signed to the Department of Homeland Security, but 
also to those employed as screeners at airports. An 
analysis of military expansion and aggression abroad is 
incomplete if it does not include the ways in which the 
ruling class “deals with” its own people. 

The Summer Conference will include plenaries 
with invited speakers, and a series of workshops.The 
workshops will build on the ideas presented at the ple¬ 
naries, draw on the experience of people actively 
involved in the anti-war movement. They will also pro¬ 
vide an opportunity to discuss the role that URPE can 
play in this movement. 

URPE will, of course, continue to provide a 
forum for the ongoing discussion of other aspects of 
political economy. This year’s Summer Conference 


will include a workshop on child-care sponsored by the 
URPE Women’s Caucus—see page 8 of this 
Newsletter. The conference also provides a structured 
opportunity for economics graduate students to present 
their dissertation ideas (in developed or preliminary 
form) and receive constructive comments and advice 
from other sympathetic political-economists. 

While presenters at the 
URPE-sponsored sessions 
at the meetings of the 
American Social Science 
Associations (ASSA) are 
mainly academic econo¬ 
mists, the URPE Summer 
Conference provides an 
opportunity for interaction 
between all radical political 
economists. People whose 
main source of knowledge 
has been the result of active 
involvement in social strug¬ 
gles interact with those 
whose useful knowledge has been extracted (with great 
difficulty) from the curriculum of the universities they 
have attended. Those trained in the discipline of eco¬ 
nomics share in the development of good analysis with 
people trained in single-discipline subjects or in inter¬ 
disciplinary studies. The informal structure of the con¬ 
ference is also conducive to the presentation of prelim¬ 
inary work and an opportunity to share radical research 
proposals. And for those who are required to teach 
“standard” economics to undergraduates, the Summer 
Conference is a place to share ideas on how to critique 
neo-classical economics. 

All URPE members are urged to plan now to 
attend the Summer Conference—attendance has been 
increasing over the past few years—and we look for¬ 
ward to even more people this year. But in addition, 
members are encouraged to sign up to participate in 
workshop presentations so that they can share their 
knowledge with others. 

For more information, including up-dated list¬ 
ings in the program of events, visit www.urpe.org, or 
contact the URPE National Office: 

URPE@labornet. org 
Tel. (203) 777-4605 

To participate in the program contact A1 Cambpell: 
e-mail: Al@mill.econ.utah.edu 
telephone: (801) 585-5321 


The Bush administration has 
shown once again that the 
war it cares about most is the 
one it is waging against the 
U.S. government work force. 

Bobby L. Harnage Sr., National President, American 
Federation of Government Employees (AFGE),com¬ 
menting on the attempt to block unionization of 
56,000 federal screeners at airports as “not 
compatible” with the fight against terrorism.” 
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ATTAC 
and the 

"Movement of Movements" 

by Thomas Coutrot 

(member of scientific committee of Attac France) 


A new generation of activists is now entering 
the stage of history throughout Europe. Italy is with¬ 
out doubt leading the movement. In 2001 and 2002, 
huge numbers of demonstrators both from the union 
movement (CGIL) and the "no-global" movement 
invaded in the streets of Genoa, Rome, Genoa again, 
and then Florence, against neo-liberal and bellicose 
policies. The European Social Forum, held in Florence 
by November 2002, was a landmark for the move¬ 
ment, showing both its capacity for mobilization, its 
maturity (no incident was registered notwithstanding 
the hysterical campaign against the "barbarians" 
launched by the Italian government and media), and 
its unity. For the first time, the European 
Confederation of Unions, a very moderate entity that 
brings together European unions and lobbies for them 
within the European Commission, took an active part 
in the debates - although its statements did not always 
seem to elicit the enthusiasm of the public, to say the 
least. This shows the increasing capacity of the move¬ 
ment to attract new forces and to clarify fundamental 
differences in the political and social debate. 

The Attac movement 

Attac (which stands for "Association for the 
taxation of financial transactions and the help to citi¬ 
zens") is a component of this global movement. The 
main purposes of Attac are to reduce the power of the 
financial sphere, to stop the dismantlement of public 
policies, and to promote democracy in the national 
and international spheres, against the rule of private 
investors. The Tobin tax is the most widely known 
banner of the movement, but by no means its only one. 
Starting from the foundation of Attac in France in 
June 1998, after an editorial by Ignacio Ramonet from 
Le Monde Diplomatique calling for "the taming of 


financial markets", Attac spread throughout Europe. 
Today it is represented not only in most European 
countries, but also in North American, Latin- 
American, African and Asian countries like Canada, 
Brazil, Senegal and Japan. The international Attac 
movement now has more than 30 members throughout 
the world, which are loosely related through an infor¬ 
mal net, and meet at every international social forum 
to exchange experiences and build common cam¬ 
paigns. 

Attac France 

Within the Attac movement, Attac France has 
the greatest number of affiliates (30,000) because of 
its seniority. It defines itself as a "movement for pop¬ 
ular education and action". Popular education is 
achieved by local meetings, discussion groups on spe¬ 
cific themes, editorial activity (Attac currently pub¬ 
lishes small, cheap and successful books which con¬ 
vey the analysis and proposals of the movement in 
accessible language). It also organizes a "Summer 
University" in the south of France every August. This 
is a national political event and draws hundreds of 
activists for five days of intense study. The scientific 
committee of Attac brings together dozens of 
researchers and academics (in economics, sociology, 
law, management, philosophy...) who are organized 
into working groups on specific themes: sustainable 
economic development, European unification, tax 
havens, gender and globalization, public services, eco¬ 
nomic democracy, political democracy, GMOs, ... 

As an activist organization, Attac organizes or 
participates of public street demonstrations, like the 
ones against WTO or G8. It also stages "happenings" 
or symbolic events, like the peaceful "invasion" of 
Jersey, a British island near the French coast, well- 
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known by tourists as a beautiful setting and by finan¬ 
cial speculators as a nice tax haven. Attac activists also 
participate in social movements like the organizing of 
casual workers in the fast-food industry—there has 
been a recent wave of strikes at several McDonald's 
restaurants, where Attac local groups gave support to 
inexperienced young work¬ 
ers in mobilizing public 
opinion in their favor and 
obliging management to 
negotiate. 

Attac also intervenes 
in the political arena, 
through intensive lobbying 
of politicians. Attac has 
organized "parliamentary 
groups" in the French 
national Assembly and in the 
European Assembly, which 
gathers together representa¬ 
tives from several left or 
green parties. In 2001 they proposed and succeeded in 
getting approval by the French Assembly for a law 
establishing a Tobin Tax in France. They requested 
that L. Jospin's government propose to the European 
Commission its implementation in the European 
Union. L. Jospin did not even consider this request, 
like many other claims of social movements... and lost 
the following election for president. 

Attac is certainly not a movement without 
weaknesses and limitations; its social composition is 
heavily white and middle class, and its internal 
democracy is somewhat precarious, given the weight 
that "founding members" retain over the functioning 
of the association and the designation of its board. But 
it is a precious tool through which various groups of 
interests and various generations of activists can con¬ 
verge and build common perspectives. 

What is this globalization and what are we 
fighting for ? 

One of our main ideological purposes is to 
bring to light the political character of globalization. 
Most observers or editorialists explain globalization in 
terms of technological innovations (micro-computers 
and the Internet require the deregulation of telecom¬ 
munications and financial markets), or by citing the 


"laws of economics" (competition and deregulation 
always and everywhere bring more efficiency and 
increased well-being). In contrast to these positions, 
we state that globalization is a political strategy, delib¬ 
erately designed by powerful actors, namely the polit¬ 
ical and financial elites that constitute the core of the 

neo-liberal historic bloc. 
This strategy is focused 
mainly upon the deregula¬ 
tion of markets, privatization 
of public services, unleash¬ 
ing of capital mobility, and 
delegation of powers to 
supranational and/or non- 
elected "technical" bodies 
(like WTO, Central Banks or 
ad hoc authorities controlled 
by "experts".) Through the 
action of these opaque and 
supposedly "apolitical" bod¬ 
ies, financial capital ensures 
that nation-states and other economic agents serve its 
interests. Three consequences (at least!) result from 
this strategy: the de-politicization of citizens (in most 
countries there is a sharp decline in labor conflicts and 
in the rate of participation in elections); the embodi¬ 
ment of investors' privileges into policy rules and 
institutions; and the unravelling of social compromis¬ 
es that peoples' fights had achieved in most developed 
countries in the post-World War II era. 

Alongside these government policies, one 
must also emphasize the importance of corporate 
strategies in the shaping of this globalization. Firms 
reorganize work throughout the planet, introducing 
"lean production" and "de-collectivising" the wage 
relation. Under the pressure of financial capital, they 
jump into an unprecedented wave of global capital 
concentration, which rapidly offsets the positive 
effects of deregulation on the level of market compe¬ 
tition. They restructure, reorganize and downsize in 
order to supply the high levels of profitability imposed 
by private investors. After Enron and other scandals, 
so-called "shareholder value" appears to be no more 
than a disguise for the rule of the finance industry and 
CEO's over firms, workers... and small shareholders. 

continued on page 15 
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Race or Reason 

A video 


Race or Reason is a documentary about high 
school students who fought for racial and economic 
justice in 1969-1970, and their perception of these 
events today. The film combines footage taken by the 
students at the time with contemporary interviews of 
these students. The result is an inspiring account of 
the activism of young people and of their ability to 
affect the social relations of their community long 
before they reached voting-age. But what makes this 
video so compelling is the quiet self-confidence of the 
people who are still fighters, thirty years later. It pro¬ 
vides evidence that the struggles of the past inform 
the contemporary movement for justice and equality. 
As the United States readies itself for war, and domes¬ 
tic oppression grows, it is important to understand that 
the young people who are moved to act in opposition 
to this latest slaughter will be active throughout the 
21st century. 

In the late 1960s, high school students across 
the country were active participants in a national 
movement for racial and economic justice. The stu¬ 
dents at Bellport High School, in a Long Island com¬ 
munity 45 miles east of New York City, were no 
exception. The South Country School District, with 
Bellport at its center, was one of a small handful of 
schools districts on Long Island designated for the 
Black and Latino households fleeing New York City 
in search of a better education for their children. In 
1969, black and Latino students constituted about 
10% of the Bellport students. (Today the proportion is 
about one-third and growing. ) In the exciting period 
of the later 1960's, the students acted to confront the 
racism they experienced in this suburban school. 
Black students demanded inclusion of Black Studies 
in the high school curriculum. The sequence of events 
was "normal" for the period: student opposition from 
most white students, inter-student disputes, and then 
the arrests of Black and Latino students. 

But the next part of the story was different. 
The rebel students , Black, Latino and white, found a 
gathering place in the home of Betty Puleston, a long¬ 
time activist resident of the community, who had, for 
many years, provided an open house to young people, 
both black and white, many of them desperately poor. 
They called her "Mrs. Puleston," and enforced among 
themselves a no-theft policy. Household items that 
"disappeared" quickly "re-appeared." 

And now they met a new kind of activist, Stan 


Hamilton, who brought to Bellport the perspective of 
a Black urban New Yorker. He helped organize the 
students into community outreach work, using the 
newest technology of 1968: Mrs. Puleston provided 
the students with video-cameras, an almost unbeliev¬ 
able luxury for them to hold in their hands, and a con¬ 
crete statement of trust in their integrity. This is the 
heart of the story - the video-cameras provided stu¬ 
dents with a tool that they could use to bring their pas¬ 
sionate demands for justice to their community. There 
are no dramatic confrontations, no shots of bloodied 
bodies, just the factual accounting of events by the 
people who lived them and were changed by them. 
But there is passion in these stories. There is drama in 
the quiet accounts of what it meant to be African- 
American, Puerto Rican, white, in the struggle for a 
new world. 

Thirty years later, Betty Puleston entrusted the 
precious video-tapes that the students had taken to the 
care of Lynne Jackson, Professor of Communications 
at St. Francis College, Brooklyn. Lynne brought to 
the project her experience in the film activism pio¬ 
neered by George Stoney, a long-time friend of Betty 
Puleston. They contacted many of the students who 
provide commentary and analysis today of what they 
experienced over 30 years ago. The video was then 
constructed, frame by frame, by its co-producers, 
Lynne Jackson and Betty Puleston. 

It is hard to tell the students of the 21st centu¬ 
ry about the movements of the 1960s and 70s. 
Sometimes there seem to be too many heroes and too 
many victims. This video makes it possible for stu¬ 
dents today to see the students of Bellport as ordinary 
but vital players in history, and can encourage them to 
become such players in the movements of today. 

Race or Reason, selected for showing at the 2002 
Margaret Meade Festival, is available for purchase or 
rent by contacting: Filmakers Library, 124 E. 40th 
Street, New York NY 10016. Tel: (212) 808-4980. 
Email: info@filmakers.org. [N.B. “Filmakers” has 
only one “m”.] 

Review by Paddy Quick 

[My children have attended the SouthCountry School District in 
Bellport since 1996. Betty Puletson is a friend and Lynne Jackson 
teaches with me at St. Francis College, Brooklyn. I am fortunate to have 
been able to learn history with them. PQ] 
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URPE News and Announcements 


Report From the Steering Committee 

The URPE Steering Committee (SC) met on November 16-17, 2002 . The following as a brief 
account of the meetings and the decisions made. 

The SC began its meeting with each SC member laying out ( briefly) what s/he thought URPE 
should be doing in general, and in the current world-historical situation in particular. The main themes 
were the need to expand out outreach and provide more materials to the general public, and the impor¬ 
tance of being visible and relevant to our main constituency of radical political economists. 

The SC heard three reports: 

(i) Hazel Dayton Gunn, Managing Editor of the RRPE, presented a report focusing on the transition 
from Elsevier to Sage as publisher of the Review. While there are difficulties involved in this transi¬ 
tion, she anticipates a smooth working relationship with Sage. Hazel will be in charge of all subscrip¬ 
tions to the Review, with Germai handling membership subscriptions which do not include the Review. 

(ii) Germai Medhanie, National Office Coordinator, presented a report on the current and planned 
budget, which provided a generally positive picture of URPE finances. 

(iii) Ruthie Indeck, coordinator of Economy Connection, summarized the work of the past year. The 
SC agreed to allocate additional funds (equivalent to pay for a half-day’s work per week) in support of 
her valuable work. 

The SC discussed whether the David Gordon lecture should be given at the Summer Conference 
(as at present) or at the ASSA meetings. It was decided (unanimously) that URPE would sponsor two 
special lectures, one at each event. 

The SC agreed on the general theme for the 2003 Summer Conference: War and Empire: The 
Political Economy of U.S. Militarism. Less time was spent on this item than in the past, partly because 
the SC wanted to work more on the general needs of URPE, and partly because we agreed to a more 
centralized system of planning of the conference. A1 Campbell agreed (heroically) to coordinate this 
work, and the SC formally abandoned the past practice of having SC sub-committees for each plenary 
and requiring each SC member to organize one or more workshops. 

The customary elections of officers, as required for the maintenance of URPE’s tax-exempt sta¬ 
tus, took little time, since the SC functions as a collective in which each member is of equal importance. 
[Paddy Quick will serve as the SC Convener during the coming year, and questions about who is 
responsible for what task should be referred to her. ] 

Many of the actions we decided on were referred to various sub-committees of the SC, and and 
this seems to be a useful way to summarize much of our work, as listed below: 

Amherst Transition Continue the process of planning the agreed move of the URPE National Office 
from New Haven Connecticut to U.Mass-Amherst, where we will be located in space provided by the 
Political Economy Research institute (PERI). The most probable date of the move is fall 2003. Work 
with Germai Medhanie, National Office Coordinator, on how best to facilitate his work after the move. 
Budget Committee Continue to monitor general finances. Draw up proposal for SC on how best to 
“lock up” funds for use only in emergency - the specific dollar amount discussed was $50,000. 
Investigate possibility of restructuring Summer Conference fees so as to reduce the cost disadvantage 
of URPE members outside the Northeast U.S. (subject to the general goal of having the Summer 
Conference break-even or contribute a net amount to the overall URPE budget.) 
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Graduate Student Outreach Establish regular communications with graduate students, particularly those 
enrolled in heterodox graduate economics programs. Goal is to make URPE a central organization for 
such students. 

High School Curriculum Continue the work begun by Ruthie Indeck through Economy Connection in 
developing relations with high school teachers, and promoting both speakers and curricular materials 
for high schools. 

Membership Directory and Survey Develop a directory of ah URPE members (who are willing to be 
listed), and carry out a survey of members to assess what they want URPE to do. 

National Office Coordinator Review Carry out a review of the work of the National Office Coordinator, 
corresponding to the Editorial Board’s review of the RRPE Managing Editor. 

Outreach to Domestic Organization Develop ties with organizations within the U.S. such as the radical 
caucuses of other Social Science organizations, unions, and activists groups of students and others, and 
progressive journalists. Look into expanding out participation in other meetings: we currently present 
panels at the Socialist Scholars Conference, but might be able to participate also in the Eastern and 
Western Economic Association meetings. 

Outreach to International Organizations Develop ties with international groups, with particular empha¬ 
sis on the Conference of Socialist Economics (CSE) (based in Great Britain.) 

Porto Alegre Coordinate communications between URPE members planning to attend meetings in Porto 
Alegre. 

Summer Conference Organize program of plenaries and workshops at 2003 Summer Conference 
Teach-In on the War Consider possibility of URPE-sponsored anti-war teach-ins, and the development 
of materials for use in such teach-ins.Draw up anti-war statement which will be placed on URPE web¬ 
site after approcal by a majority vote of the SC. This would be described as a statement of the SC but 
not necessarily ah members of URPE. (Vote on this last matter: In favor:8. Opposed: 0; Abstain: 2) 
URPE Calendar Draw up a calendar of URPE SC tasks throughout the year in order to systematize the 
work of the SC. 

Web-Site and Newsletter Re-organize the URPE web-site, and coordinate the posting of materials devel¬ 
oped for the Newsletter. (The Newsletter will continue to be produced as a hard-copy/print form. ) 

The SC thanked Patty Lee Parmalee for hosting the meeting of the SC in rural New York, where the quiet was 
broken only by the sound of birds and trunning water in the stream next to her house. This undoubtedly con¬ 
tributed to the pleasant atmosphere at the meeting, and the productiveness of the meeting. 


Report from the Women’s Caucus 

By Nancy Goldner, Women's Caucus Representative 

The women who attended the last Caucus meeting at the 2002 summer conference 
were polled and agreed that the Women's Caucus propose sponsoring a workshop to be included in the 
program at the next summer conference. This proposal was brought to the last Steering Committee 
meeting and accepted. Since then, the workshop theme has been established and presenters have been 
invited, two of whom have accepted so far. The focus of the workshop will be childcare; the title pro¬ 
posed is: "The Politics and Economics of Childcare." A phrase that might be added to this title that 
links the workshop to the overall conference theme is "in declared and undeclared wartime," given the 
history of public funding for childcare in the US. That history and an analysis of contemporary trends 
in childcare policy, economic factors and advocacy will discussed at the workshop. A position state¬ 
ment to be presented to URPE members may also come out of discussion. 
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ECONOMY CONNECTION UPDATE 

by Ruthie Indeck, Coordinator (201-792-7459 or soapbox@comcast.net) 


While Governor Jeb Bush was debating 
Democratic contender Bill McBride at the 
University of Central Florida (Orlando) on 
October 22, a crowd of students and campus vis¬ 
itors, which grew to an estimated 2,500 by the 
end of the day, gathered outdoors to hear progres¬ 
sive speakers. Among the speakers was EC mem¬ 
ber Eric Schutz, who teaches economics at near¬ 
by Rollins College. UCF is reputed to be a polit¬ 
ically quiet campus, on the conservative side, but 
the debate prompted 
the campus 

Progressive Council 
to organize a day of 
“political dialogue, 
awareness and interac¬ 
tion.” They invited 
speakers on a wide 
variety of issues — 
peace and justice, civil 
liberties, living wage, 
education, drug law reform, the environment — 
and set up tables so students could talk to the 
speakers and to members of various activist 
groups. And, in spite of several last-minute speak¬ 
er cancellations, it worked! According to student 
organizer Emily Ruff, the day-long event created 
an atmosphere of high energy. “Students are still 
talking about it; Republicans are discussing polit¬ 
ical issues with Democrats!” she reported a week 
later. Emily also reports that Eric’s talk was 
enthusiastically received, and Eric says that a 
number of students spoke with him afterwards. 
His talk focused on the nature of corporations, 
what could be done to control some of their abus¬ 
es, and how students could get involved. 
“Corporations are miniature ‘command 
economies’ and are not even responsible to their 
own nations of charter any more. Their purpose is 
not the production of quality goods and services 
nor to provide decent working conditions to their 
employees, but merely to pad the pockets of their 
top managers and owners.” Emily was especially 
pleased to have met Eric because he has been 


involved in living wage campaigns, and fighting 
for a living wage for custodial workers is next on 
the agenda at UCF. 

The St. Francis Economics Society hosted two 
EC speakers in November: Radhika Lai on the 
IMF, and Paul Cooney on the crisis in Argentina. 
Boriana Petkova, president of the Economics 
Society and organizer of the talks, reported that 
Radhika “discussed the shortcomings of the 

Bretton Woods institu¬ 
tions in addressing 
local problems of 
developing countries. 
In many cases they 
apply ‘the same medi¬ 
cine’ throughout the 
world. . . . Radhika 
noted that the IMF is 
assuming that the free 
market is the only 
effective way to allocate resources.” The strong 
interest in the IMF (the room was packed) among 
St. Francis students goes beyond classroom 
assignments: “Many of the participating students 
are actually foreigners so we had experienced 
first hand the not always effective policies of the 
IMF.” Two weeks later Paul Cooney spoke about 
the crisis in Argentina, and revisited the question 
of the IMF. Professor Behrouz Tabrizi reports that 
Paul was energetic, precise and organized, and 
that his talk inspired several students to write 
papers on Argentina. Boriana adds that she and 
the classmates she spoke to also enjoyed the talk. 
Students had many questions about the banking 
system, how to influence the IMF, how Chapter 
11 works, the political environment in Argentina, 
and Peronism. The Economics Society hopes that 
Paul will return to do a follow-up after his trip to 
Argentina this winter! 

“We stopped an earlier war; we can stop this one 
too,” said an audience member at a December 15 
panel discussion on “The War and the Economy” 


War with Iraq could intensify 
our economic instability and 
lead to chaos in world markets. 

Chris Rude, Economy Connection speaker, 
Staten Island, NY. (December 2002 ) 
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sponsored by the Unitarian Church of Staten 
Island. The church prominently displays an anti¬ 
war declaration outdoors — when its board voted, 
no one was opposed to the sign. The panel includ¬ 
ed EC members Chris Rude and Sidney Gluck, as 
well as Robin Carey (retired College of Staten 
Island economics professor) and John Walker 
(professor of accounting at CUNY Queens 
College). Chris, armed with clear charts, provid¬ 
ed background information on the boom and bust 
of the 90’s. He described the investment and con¬ 
sumption booms, and the large amount of debt 
involved. Then he talked about the bust, with its 
destruction of stock values, overcapacity, legacy 
of debt and vulnerability, and devastating effect 
on defined pension funds. He warned that war 
with Iraq could intensify our economic instability 
and lead to chaos in the world market. Sidney 
focused on Bush’s class consciousness (not our 
class!) and desire for oil. John Bostrom, organiz¬ 
er of the panel, describes some highlights of the 
talk: “The entire economy, he said, is almost com¬ 
pletely in the grip of a very small section of the 
corporate class who are ‘bending and shaping it 
to fit their own needs.’ This small but powerful 
clique represents the energy interests, including 
the oil, automotive, mining, and forestry sectors, 
who have been deliberately preventing the des¬ 
perately needed development of new solar, ther¬ 
mal, and renewable energy sources. . . . The great 
danger facing the United States, said Gluck, is the 
rise of ‘friendly-faced, white-gloved, USA-style 
corporate fascism.’” During the discussion peri¬ 
od, people asked whether government spending 
on the military would help the economy, and what 
they could do to stop the war. A man who had just 
returned from Argentina remarked on the degree 
of anti-U.S. feeling there, and a Vietnam Vet 
noted that “wars get out of hand, and no one talks 
about the aftermath.” For a detailed description of 
the event, visit Peace Action of Staten Island’s 
website. 

Economy Connection has received several calls 
from journalists in the last few months. A reporter 
from a newspaper in Newark, NJ wanted to know 
if Left economists thought tighter disclosure rules 
and the free market could control stock watering. 
He is keeping a list of EC experts in finance for 


future use. An internet journalist was looking for 
radical critiques of a World Bank report on pover¬ 
ty. A Chicago freelancer was interested in writing 
articles based on new ideas in radical economics. 
And a reporter from San Jose wanted to know 
what caused the 90’s stock bubble and why it has 
been so difficult to revive the stock market and 
the economy. After speaking with Doug Henwood 
and Robert Brenner, David Sylvester wrote that 
“A theory is emerging: The so-called New 
Economy was never as healthy as it appeared.” He 
quotes Brenner: “. . . the stock market was driv¬ 
ing the tech boom, rather than vice versa,” and 
goes on to talk about excess capacity and a crisis 
in profitability. 

Two callers wanted expert advice: A New Jersey 
activist wanted to know how to develop an eco¬ 
nomic impact statement for defense-invested 
communities so that they could convert to peace¬ 
time technologies such as alternative energies. 
Richard Rosen offered to help. An Illinois man 
who is the only progressive on the board of his 
local library wanted to talk to a labor expert so 
that he could influence board decisions on 
employee policies. 

EC also received a number of requests for 
resources: Two Rochester activists wanted 
resources on war and global capitalism for public 
educational forums and courses. A woman in DC 
wanted to read about oil and war. Two callers 
wanted information and alternative solutions to 
the NYC budget crisis. Renee Toback, an active 
URPE member in NYC, is teaching basic eco¬ 
nomics to IBEW apprentices and would like to 
find a short, clear article explaining the types, causes 
and mechanics of employment discrimination — let us 
know if you have seen one. And a San Francisco 
undergraduate who is designing his own political 
economy major wanted recommendations of radical 
economics journals — he is going to subscribe to the 
RRPE — and study guides to make Capital easier to 
read. 

If you want to work with Economy Connection, either 
as a speaker/resource person or as a behind-the- 
scenes organizer, call Ruthie Indeck at 201-792-7459 
or send an email to soapbox@comcast.net. 
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very ambitious and interesting book on a very important topic 

—Howard Sherman, author of Reinventing Mt 
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CLASS THEORY AND HISTORY 

Capitalism and Communism 
in the USSR 
Stephen A. Resnick and 
Richard D. Wolff 


—Howard Sherman, author of Reinventing Marxism 

“Using a version of Marx’s theory of class to explain the rise and fall of the Soviet Union, and the Soviet Union as 
evidence for the validity of this theory, Resnick and Wolff succeed in providing us with an original and fas¬ 
cinating account of both. Whether one agrees or disagrees with their results, no future work on either of these 
important subjects will be able to ignore the sheer creative verve and intellectual rigor with which they lay out their 
arguments. Very highly recommended.” 

—Bertell Oilman, editor of Market Socialism 


“A Stunning achievement! Resnick and Wolff have extended their path breaking work in Knowledge and 
Class to a full-fledged class analysis of the rise and fall of the Soviet Union. Building on the clearest analysis of 
class in the Marxian tradition. Resnick and Wolff provide a comprehensive analysis of the core contradictions in 
pre-Soviet Russia and the Soviet Union. This is a work that all those concerned with the Soviet experience, the 
nature of class, and the possibilities of fundamental social change will have to contend with.” 

—Victor D. Lippit, editor of Radical Political Economy 


"Class Theory and History both follows in the best Marxian tradition’s footsteps and develops new important insights. 
Building upon a notion of class whose pivot is the production and distribution of surplus, the authors offer a Stimulat¬ 
ing and original interpretation of the USSR’s birth, development and fall.This is class analysis at its best, a 
work which deserves the widest circulation." 

—Guglielmo Carchedi author of For Another Europe 

$24.95 paper 


1.800.634.7064 

www.routledge-ny.com 


Q Routledge 

Taylor & Francis Group 


Association for Heterodox Economics 

Fifth Annual Conference 
8-9 July, 2003 

Nottingham Trent University, UK 

Building on the sucess of previous conferences, this year the AHE conference returns to Nottingham, location 
of its inaugural meeting. All economists are encouraged to come together and hear a diversity of papers on top¬ 
ics not well represented in mainstream economics. Papers from a plurality of persectives and topic areas are 
encouraged. Please send an abstract of up to 500 words for your proposed paper (one per person) to: 
Association of Heterodox Economics 
c/o Veronica Forster 
Department of Economics and Politics 
Nottingham Trent University 
Burton Street, Nottingham NG1 4BU 
United Kingdom 

Or email: Veronica.Forster@ntu.ac.uk 

Deadline for submittion: 1st March 2003 

Fior further details see the AHE web-site: hetecon.com 
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URPE at the 16th Conference of 
North American and Cuban Philosophers and Social Scientists 
Havana, Cuba, June 17-July 1 2003 

Sponsored on the US side primarily by the Radical Philosophers Association, the yearly North 
American and Cuban Philosophers and Social Scientists conference has for years been cosponsored by 
URPE. Every year a number of URPE people make it down to Havana and take part. This year, if 
there is interest, I would like to raise the visibility of URPE in this forum on radical alternatives to the 
present world order by organizing one or a few URPE coordinated panels (typically half non Cubans 
and half Cubans). 

The concept of "philosophy" in Cuba is much broader (not to mention more political, and more 
concerned with the real world) than in the United States. This year's call for papers for the conference 
suggests the following topics (and others could be included): ideology of the Cuban revolution; polit¬ 
ical systems, democracy, human rights and social justice; civil society in socialism; worker participa¬ 
tion; feminism, women and family; national identity; class, race and sexuality; epistemology and 
methodology; ethics and values (environmental ethics, ethics of development, bio-ethics, ethics of the 
death penalty, etc.); philosophy of science; education and society; literature & popular culture (includ¬ 
ing cultures of resistence); anthropology; social communication (e.g. mass media & new technology 
of communication); contemporary currents in philosophy and the social sciences; science, technology 
and ecology; neo-liberalism and globalization; analysis of capitalism; models of socialism (markets, 
cooperatives, etc); social policy (health, education and welfare); political economic theory; revolu¬ 
tionary thinkers and movements; U.S. relations with Cuba and Latin America. 

Paper abstracts are not due until April 1, but many people make plans for next summer by now, 
so I wanted to put this out now to URPE people to see who might be interested in going. 

URPE panels can be organized on any of the above topics (just get together a couple of friends and do 
it), but I personally am particularly interested this year in building panels on the following: 1) models 
of socialism (markets, cooperatives, etc). One, but not the only, aspect of this I want some papers on, 
is lessons from Yugoslavia; 2) worker participation (really connecting to the last topic, models of 
socialism); 3) neo-liberalism and globalization. Here I particularly want to have some papers on 
NAFTA (and hopefully some from Mexico) and the potential FTAA, and on the WTO, as concrete 
example of what this means. 

Of course, the panels themselves are only one part of any trip to Cuba. Cuba is in the process 
of building a new model of socialism (and not just the economy), there is a broad and fascinating dis¬ 
cussion on that going on, so it's a particularly interesting time to go for anyone interested in socialism. 

If you would be interested in any of the 3 panels I mentioned above, please email me and let me 
know. Depending on what responses I get, I will see if I can solicit others to build whole panels. For 
those interested in presenting on any of the other topics, the general call for papers will appear in the 
next issue of this Newsletter, and you can respond to that as indicated in the call, though I am happy 
to answer any questions you might have about the conference in general at any time. 

Hasta la victoria siempre, Al. 

Al@mill.econ.utah.edu 
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The European Association for Evolutionary Political Economy 

2003 Conference 
The Information Society: 

Understanding Its Interdisciplinary Institutions 

November 7-10, 2003, Maastricht, the Netherlands 

This conference aims to analyze the institutions of the information society and welcomes scholars from all social sci¬ 
ences with an interest in understanding the economic significance, broadly conceived, of the information society. 

This theme will be discussed in both the plenary sessions and a number of parallel sessions. We urge people to send in 
abstracts related to the theme of the conference but abstracts that do not directly relate to this year's theme are also 
welcome. The conference will be held at the Faculty of Economics and Business Administration & MERIT / 
Infonomics, University of Maastricht, Tongersestraat 53, Maastricht, the Netherlands. 

Submission of Proposals: 

Participants may submit proposals for papers or sessions and indicate to which research area the proposal belongs or is 
closest to (see wwww.eaepe.org). For papers, send in a 600-1000 word abstract to groenewegen@few.eur.nl by March 
28 of 2003. For sessions, accompany the abstracts of the separate papers with a short description of how the session 
coheres together. You must register for the conference upon acceptance of your abstract for the programme. 

See www.eaepe.infonomics.nl for information concerning the conference. 

For questions concerning the sessions please contact John Groenewegen, programme organizer, at: 
groenewegen@few.eur.nl; for other questions w.dolfsma@fbk.eur.nl 

International Association for Feminist Economics (IAFFE) 

2003 Conference 
June 27-29 

University of the West Indies, Barbados 

For more information and to register for the conference contact: www.iaffe.org 
Paper/Panel Submission Information 

While papers on any topic will be considered, the submission of papers with an international focus, including 
those which explore the connections between first world/ third world issues are especially welcome. 

* A limited number of travel grants are available to support travel from the South and East/Central Europe. 
Individuals who wish to be considered for those funds should submit a letter of intent, resume, and full paper 
to the IAFFE office (preferably via e-mail) by March 1, 2003. Please label attachments with your last name, 
as directed in the "Paper/Panel 

Please submit your paper/ panel abstract(s) by March 15, 2003 via e-mail to: iaflfe@bucknell.edu. 

Save your abstract as “your last name.ab.03” i.e. shackle.ab.03. Please include your name, address, 
and e-mail address on the abstract. 

If you do not have electronic access, you may submit your abstract through regular mail or fax. 

Please include your name and address on the abstract. Mail to: IAFFE, 100 D Roberts Hall, Bucknell 
University, Lewisburg, PA 17837. Fax to: 570-577-3451. 

Submissions that do not follow the above procedures may not be considered. 

The conference is scheduled to begin at 9 a.m. on Friday June 27 and end at noon on Sunday, June 29. 
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ATTAC [Continued from page 6 ] 

Attac and the global justice movement are 
facing very powerful interests, which hide behind 
assertions of technology inevitability and econom¬ 
ic rationality But the global justice movement can 
also count on powerful resources. In most conti¬ 
nents and countries there is a widespread feeling 
that social, cultural, and democratic rights are 
being lost. Neo-liberalism is increasingly per¬ 
ceived as incapable of providing adequate answers 
to the aspirations of peoples, especially among 
young generations. Increased levels of education 
and of demands for democratic control reduce the 
likelihood of resignation and passivity among 
young people. These aspirations become material 
forces when they meet institutions and organiza¬ 
tions, many of which were built by older genera¬ 
tions, that can bring young people to formulate 
their grievances and to define the alternatives they 
would prefer. 

The global justice movement is a melting 
pot where the revolt of the younger generations 


meets the experience of the older ones, and where 
people from all perspectives and ages learn from 
each other and come together to create new com¬ 
mon visions of the necessary social transforma¬ 
tion. The global, continental and local "social 
forums" are impressive experiences from this 
point of view. This is certainly a lengthy process, 
and many obstacles and dangers remain that could 
slow or even reverse the impetus of this movement. 
The militarization of globalization and of society, 
promoted by national elites and imperialism even 
before September 11, is becoming a major threat 
to the development of the movement and to the 
very conquests of civilization and democracy. This 
is why the global justice movement is increasingly 
linked up with the anti-war movement - as it is 
with the union and environmentalist movements. 
The "movement of movements" may yet cause 
some unpleasant surprises for the global rulers. 


URPE Membership 

There are two types of membership in the Union for Radical Political Economics: 

Full Membership with RRPE journal and Newsletter subscription 
Limited Membership, with Newsletter subscription only. 

Both types of membership carry equal voting rights in URPE. (To participate in the URPE sessions at the 
Allied Social Science Association meetings, you must be a member of URPE.) 

Circle option chosen, and make checks payable to URPE. 

Full Membership (includes one-year subscription to the Review of Radical Political Economics and the quar¬ 
terly URPE Newsletter Please note that RRPE subscriptions are entered on a calendar year basis.) 
Low-income/student $30 

All other individuals $55 

Send Full Membership dues to: 

Hazel Dayton Gunn, 

Dept, of City and Regional Planning, 

106 W. Sibley Hall, 

Cornell University, 

Ithaca NY 14853 

Limited Membership (Includes subscription to the quarterly URPE Newsletter) 

All individuals $20 

Send Limited Membership dues to: 

URPE National Office, 

37 Howe Street, 

New Haven, CT 06511. 
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PROGRESSIVE ECONOMIC LINKS 
ON THE WEB 



Union for Radical Political Economics 

www.urpe.org 

Dollars and Sense Magazine 

www.dollarsandsense.org 

Left Business Observer 

www.leftbusinessobserver.com 

International Confederation of Associations for 
Pluralism in Economics (ICAPE) 

www.icape.org 

Association for Heterodox Economics 

www.hetecon.com 

Science & Society 

www.scienceandsociety.com 

Rethinking Marxism A Journal of Economics, Culture 
and Society 

www.nd.edu/~remarx/RM/rm.html 

Capitalism Nature Socialism 

gate.cruzio.com/~cns/ 

Monthly Review 

www.monthlyreview.org 

International Association For Feminist Economics 

www.facstaff.bucknell.edu/jshackel/iaffe/body.html 

AFL-CIO 

www.aflcio.org/economicpolicy/ 

Center for Economic and Policy Research 

www.cepr.net 

Economic Reporting Review 

www.TomPaine.com 

E/The Environmental Magazine 

www.emagazine.com/. 

Program on Corporations, Law & Democracy 

www.poclad.org/l 

Red Pepper 

www.redpepper.org.uk/ 

Economic Policy Institute 

http://www.epinet.org 

Financial Markets Center 

www.fmcenter.org 

International Working Group on Value Theory papers 

www.gre.ac.uk/~fa03/iwgvt/ 

Redstockings-Women’s Liberation Movement 

www.afn.org/~redstock 

IDEAS (International Development Economics Associates) 

www.networkideas.org or www.ideaswebsite.org 

Political Economy Research Institute (PERI) 

www.umass.edu/peri/ 

North American Congress on Latin America (NACLA) 

www.nacla.org 

Middle East Research and Information Project (MERIP) 

www.merip.org 







